Objectives: The purpose of this study was to investigate the competence of 3rd year nursing students in the core skills of emergency nursing activities.
INtrODUCtION

Background
Today, a healthcare environment that is highly complex and rapidly changing poses a significant challenge to the nursing profession. To provide safe and effective care underpinned by the latest knowledge and technical procedures is an essential goal for nurses (Bowles, 2000) .
The nature of emergency nursing practice mandates orientation to a wide spectrum of patient populations and conditions, policies, procedures, equipment, supplies, and processes. Nurses in emergency settings should quickly assess and analyse the problems of clients with a systematic and professional approach in solving patient problems with a priority placed on intervention skills (Proehl, 2002) .
Several significant issues and trends in nursing are
important to consider when projecting the future of emergency nursing education (Valdez, 2008) . The most significant issue is the shortage of registered nurses.
Newly graduated nurses often experience a culture shock when transitioning from the academic ideal of nursing to the clinical reality of nursing practice (Valdez, 2008) .
A number of resources are available that identify core knowledge for nurses developing competence in the emergency setting (Proehl, 2002; Emergency Nurses Association, 2003) . In nursing education settings, therefore, the emergency preparedness content currently being provided in nursing programs need revision to establish a baseline for future growth in this specialty practice (Weiner, Irwin, Trangenstein, Gordon, 2005) .
With the requirements of the Korea Accreditation
Board of Nursing (KABON), it is expected that nursing education activities should increase the development and dissemination of core basic nursing skills. Research on the elements of core competencies for graduates in nursing found that breadth of competencies included therapeutic, professional, administrative, humanistic, relationship and personal elements of nursing practice (Lee, Park, Jeong, 2012) . Therefore, nursing curriculum renewal is required and should be based on nursing core competencies both in the classroom and in nursing practice areas.
A nursing curriculum should develop nursing students' competence in a range of abilities, but process oriented skills in problem solving and communication skills are highlyplaced. In other words, nursing students should be given the opportunity to develop knowledge, skills, and attitudes that can help them manage the various practical In the development of Emergency nursing core skill course, the researchers based their selection on a list of 80 interventions of the current national standards (Park, et al., 2000) and the Nursing Intervention Categories (NIC) that reflect contemporary nursing practice. We referred to studies (Kim, et al., 2006; Kim, Lee, & Kim, 1995) that highlighted the role Registered Nurses (RNs) of Emergency Room (ER); the ER nursing skill needs were outlined within the 2007 hospital evaluation manual (The Ministry of Health and Welfare, 2007) . Confirmation of the appropriateness of the identification of the core skills for ER was also sought from the literature (Kim, et. al., 2006;  The Ministry of Health and Welfare, 2007) . The results of the survey which examined ER nurses' perceptions of core skills at hospitals in Jeju city were also included in the course and clinical skills laboratory sessions (Cheju Halla University, 2011) . Given the contemporary use of a high-fidelity simulation with complex case scenarios, this suite of learning events provides opportunities for third year students to further integrate and apply knowledge, attitudes, and skills that they learnt previously. At the end of the course, an ER nursing expert is invited to assess students' clinical performance. Also, their performance is videotaped for the purpose of debriefing and selfreflection. An immediate debrief is used to discuss the case scenario and consolidate learning after watching their own video recording: This has the potential to enhance future problem-solving and core skills required in the ER.
Aims and objectives
This study aimed to investigate ways to improve the core skills for students' emergency nursing care. The specific aim for this study was to identify the competency of 3rd year nursing students in the core skills of emergency nursing activities.
MEtHOD
Design
A one group pre-post test design was carried out with a convenience sample of nursing students in the Department of Nursing at Cheju Halla University. The study proposal was approved by the appropriate Committee of the Cheju Halla Board of University Development.
Setting and participants
Data were collected from 245 3rd year students who were enrolled in the emergency nursing core skills course and who were required to offer care in emergency care during a forthcoming practicum.
Instrument
To measure students' competence in core skills of emergency nursing activities, a questionnaire centred on emergency nursing activities developed by the research team was used. The questionnaire consisted of 80 emergency nursing activities in 11 dimensions.
Judgment on the competence of emergency nursing activities was based on the level of nursing students' competence while nursing students were undertaking actual care situations. It was measured using a 4-point Likert scale ranging from 1 = the supervision of senior needed to perform the nursing activities from start to finish, 2 = I can perform with somebody's help or guidance on knowledge or skill about nursing activities, 3 = I can perform the nursing activities by myself from start to finish without advice or guidelines, 4 = I can advise or educate a colleague on nursing activities. The higher the score achieved the more skilled they were judged to be.
The internal consistency of the scale was demonstrated by
Cronbach's alpha = 0.97~0.98. Prior to data collection, verbal and written information regarding the purpose and the method of the study was provided to the participants indicating ' when and how and by whom' they would be assessed on skill attainment.
Data collection
A student representative has distributed the questionnaire and retrieved the written questionnaire. Subjects are asked to fill in the questionnaire after completed and signed consent form and they were also assured of confidentiality, anonymity, and that they could withdraw from the study at any time without disadvantage. A total of 245 questionnaires were distributed and 245 nursing students completed and returned the questionnaire to the assistant students with a response rate (100%) that was considered appropriate for valid decision-making about the findings form the data set.
Statistical analysis
Statistical analyses were performed using the SPSS 20.0 software. A two-tailed p-value of <0.05 was considered as significant. The data reported using descriptive statistics, including the percentages, means and standard deviations for ratings on performance competence in nursing activities.
rESULtS
Participants' characteristics
The participants' demographic characteristics are presented in Table 1 . Of 245 nursing students, 218 were women (89.0%), and the mean age of these students was 21.69 years. Results showed that 68.6% (n=168) students were satisfied with nursing program; the more interesting learning methods included clinical practice (n=88, 36.1%), school laboratory (n=48, 19.7%), lectures (n=48, 19.7%), discussions (n=32, 13.1%), and self-directed learning (n=28, 11.5%). Helpful learning methods included clinical practice (44.4%), lectures (23.5%), school laboratories (17.3%), discussions (10.7%), self-directed learning (4.1%). Table 2 presents the pre-post differences in competence of nursing students in Emergency nursing activities.
Competence of Nursing Students in Emergency Nursing activities
Of 80 emergency nursing activities, nursing students demonstrated competence levels at 3 or higher out of 4 in 24 nursing activities at pre-test and in 38 activities at post-test (See Table 2 
CONCLUSION
In this study, we examined the performance competence of nursing students in emergency nursing activities by checking the content and processes to be supplemented in learning events that focus on elements of actual nursing practice. The results of this study were able to contribute to decisions about the appropriate nursing educational goals and processes needed to ensure development of the core nursing skills that must be demonstrated to ensure safety in care provided by future clinicians.
Based on the results of this study, there is need to correct and revise Emergency Core Skill elements, processes and content within programs at Cheju Halla University and to develop the nursing simulation program that focuses on integrated nursing activities. Future evaluative research is suggested to develop nursing simulation program that focuses on nursing activities as part of a 'care activity framework' that places assessment of the patient to the forefront.
